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Young Children’s Responses to Picture Book Reading at Home:
Developmental Changes in Children Aged 1 to 5
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This study investigated young children’s responses to picture book reading at home by
their parents. Picture book reading programs have been carried out in several nursery
schools. In this program, 379 children aged 1-5 were lent four picture books to be read for a
month (one book per week). Their parents answered several questionnaires. The results
indicate that the children’s responses to picture books varied with age. The responses varied
depending on the book they have read to older children compared with younger children.
Further, the children’s and parents’ preferences for picture books depended on the stories in
them.
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