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Effect of Recalling Social Acceptance-Rejection Experiences on Mating Aspirations
— Examination from the Perspective of the Mating Sociometer —

Tw kR

Mai Shimoda

Abstract : Based on the findings by Kavanagh et al. (2010), this study examined whether the experience of accep-
tance-rejection by opposite-sex individuals affects mating aspirations. Participants (299 heterosexual females aged 20-
29 years) rated self-perceived mate value (their self-evaluation of attractiveness to the opposite sex), then recalled an
experience of social acceptance or rejection from individuals of the same or opposite sex. Their sense of acceptance
and rejection by that individual and state self-esteem was measured. Then, they viewed profiles of highly or less attrac-
tive males and rated their level of compatibility with each male as a romantic partner. Results showed that participants
with low self-perceived mate value rated themselves as less compatible with highly attractive males when they recalled
experiences of social rejection, compared to recalled experiences of social acceptance, from individuals of the opposite
sex. Although this effect was not mediated by participants’ state self-esteem, it was mediated by their sense of accep-
tance. These results supported the hypotheses regarding the mating sociometer only among participants with low self-

perceived mate value.
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